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SR : Hallie Ray who's 64 years old who was born and raised in 
Cabell County, rural Cabell County near, uh, Salt Rock on 
a farm. Uh, we're just going to talk about, uh, anything 
that comes upo Now, uh, when you were a little boy what 
kind of games did you play, I know you had, uh, two brothers 
and sisters. 
HR: Well we played, uh, games of tag and, and uh, the game of 
dare base or some in those days called it sneak base. And 
we played baseball but we didn't have any, uh, modern 
amusement like they have this day and time, and uh, course 
we had horses and we rode horses and mules, and uh, we had 
quite, uh, great assortment of entertainment such as it 
was, uh, due to the fact that my father was a farmer, and 
uh, we depended wholly on the farm for a living. 
SR : Uh, you talking about dare base what, what, game called 
dare base what's that? 
HR: Well that is where they choose up so many on one side 
then they have a base about 75 feet from the other one 
and you leave your base and then if they catch you before' 
you get back to your base why then they put you on a little 
base over to the side and so some of your people in on 
your s ·ide have to come and tag your hand before you can get 
off and that's the reason why they called it sneak base 
I guess. But anyway it was quite a interesting game and 
course us old boys a being rough and tumble we, uh, played 
quite a bit of fox and dog. One'd be the fox and one chase 
him and we'd take quite some rounds, uh, that way and then 
we had the old sorghum mill we'd have, uh, gatherings 
where they made sorgham of the night and that was, uh, one 
of the bout the most interesting thing, but that only come 
along bout once a year in the fall along about September 
you go to making sorghum, and uh, that was about one of 
the biggest entertainments we had and then we had, uh, 
what they call pie supper or pie social and they'd sell 
these pies and cakes, they generally have um at, uh, at 
a schoolhouse somewhere and they'd sell um to the highest 
bidder course they didn't bring very much money of course 
but we had a lot of fun anyway so, uh, they, they was a 
lot of things that, uh, would entertain you back then. 
We didn't have, uh, much bicycle riding because they was 
a kind of a rare thing back when I was a boy and, uh, but 
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still it, it, it was a good life and we had the old oil 
lamp that we wasn't fortunate enough to have electricity 
at that time and I was raised by an old oil lamp that's 
how I studied my lessons of the night. And then eventually 
they build a gas well on the farm and we was fortunate 
enough to get free gas out of it which, uh, that was a 
great improvement over our oil light, and uh, due to the 
fact we could have one in each room and the old oil lamp 
if we went from one room to the other we had to take our 
light with us otherwise we'd be in the dark. But eventually 
we was fortunate enough to get electricity and that was 
still a great improvement over the lights we'd been, been 
use to and then, uh, our closest neighbor probably would 
get a, a radio and then eventually we got a radio and so, 
uh, that was back of course before television days and 
eventually television come along. But, uh, there's a lot 
of difference now then when I was a boy and we didn't 
have any air conditioning either I'll tell you. 
SR: Uh, well if you didn't have the, some radios and a T. v. 
and things how did you get the news, did you, did they 
have a • • • 
HR : Well we, we didn't get any news much except we had a party 
telephone which was operated by a battery and course there 
would be everybody had a telephone so we would get that from 
our neighbors or some few of um probably got a, a newspaper, 
we didn't but, uh, a few people did. Oh we, we did in later 
years but way back when I was a little boy we didn't get 
such a thing as a newspaper . So I tell you news was kind 
of scarce and they come kind of slow we didn't get um very 
fresh from the press I tell you because, uh, they, they just 
wasn't available because the road at that time that went 
through our farm was a dirt road and in nineteen hundred 
and twenty three they, uh, started to build the road and, 
uh, course it was two years later before we even had a hard 
road from a place five miles below where we lived they 
called Nigger Hill. So, uh, you, you can see that, uh, 
automobiles wasn't very scarce, very plentiful due to the 
fact that we ·didn't have any roads to drive um on because, 
uh, bout all the car you would see would be a T Model Ford 
about a 1914 up to 15 and 16 and then, uh, in nineteen and 
twenty five we bought our first Model T Ford and, uh, course 
at that time most people, or alot of people at least had 
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automobiles, but uh, they was a, lots of people that still 
didn't have um and didn't have, alot of people at that time 
didn't have gas even but fortunately we had the gas well 
drilled on the old home farm and, uh, was was fortunate 
enough to have gas a while long before alot of people did 
have. 
SR: You know how much you paid for your first car? 
HR: We paid, uh, three hundred and fifty eight dollars for a 
1925 brand new automobile, course it was a T Model Ford 
and they wasn't very classy anyway but (coughs) anyway a 
Ford today would cost you thirty five hundred or more 
probably but we made out with it, it wasn't, uh, anything 
fancy, but uh, it was something that the family was all 
proud of. 
SR: Where'd you get this car, did you come ••• 
HR: We, we bought it at Milton from Lewis Wilson at Milton and 
it come knocked down, they had to put it together so we didn't 
get it for about two weeks or three after we bought it because 
they had to put it all together, it was shipped in by rail 
in a boxcar, and uh, it take um quite a few days to assemble 
that Ford and get it ready for service so, uh, things didn't 
move along too fast back when I was a boy so, uh. 
SR: You were talking about these, uh, social, church so-well 
at the school what'd they use this money for where they 
auction off the pies and stuff? 
HR: Well they, they use it to, to uh, mostly to repair the school 
it would need something extra and back then the board of 
education wasn't, uh, very rich and so we would help out 
the things that we thought was really a necessity, and uh, 
I know me and my brother was custodi~n at the school at that 
time we had nine months of school and for the season of the 
nine month school we would draw thirty six dollars at the 
end of the school. We didn't get paid by the month or we 
didn't get paid every six months but, uh, it was from, for 
the full term that they would pay us when school was out. 
So we didn't get very rich to, to be a custodian. 
SR: Well what, what'd, what'd you do while you were custodian? 
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HR: Well we had to sweep the school building out and at that 
time we had an old round heating stove it set right in 
the center of the room and it was a one room school and 
each morning we had to go and, and rekindle that fire, 
start it and have that schoolhouse warm by the time the 
children got there and, uh, uh, if we didn't happen to 
have good dry wood we didn't have much of a fire and we 
didn't have the building very warm. So, uh, it was to 
our interest to keep the, uh, dry wood to have to start 
our fire with. 
SR: Uh, uh, like the school teacher, was it somebody usually 
around the neighborhood? 
HR: Yes, mostly, uh, people locally and, uh, I know we had 
one teacher, uh, is uh, Mrs. Lottie Balskie, and uh, she 
lived on Coble Creek which was about five miles from the 
school and she would ride a horse to school everyday and 
she'd put it in my father's barn and we didn't live very far 
from the old schoolhouse and shB would ride horseback the, 
the whole term of school, and uh, sometimes we'd get a 
teacher, uh, a man teacher especially that would, uh, live 
close enough till they, they would walk otherwise that was 
the only transportation that they had to get to and from 
school. We didn't have any water we had to carry our water 
for about almost a mile from my uncle's well that, that was 
our drinking water that's all the water we had, and uh, we 
didn't have any toys to play with unless we would make our 
own ball bat and then we'd get us a ball of twine and we'd 
make our own baseball. That's the kind of balls we had to, 
to play ball with and of course the girls they played baseball 
just same as the boys did and they was, uh, about thirty 
children in the school and they had all grades from the first 
grade they called it primer back then to the eighth grade 
which, uh, consist of the whole school from one grade right 
on up through the other and one teacher taught the whole, 
uh, eight, eight grade so, uh, they had their work cut out 
for them too, and uh, fortunately they was two of my school 
teachers that's still living but they're both up in their 
eighties now ·and one of urn was Miss Mrytle Swan and the other 
one was, uh, Mrs. Nettie Bias and Mrs. Bias lives in Huntington 
and Miss Swan lives out on route 10 I think so, uh. 
SR: Do you remember what kind of training these people had, I 
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mean did they go, did they complete like the eighth grade 
and then teach or? 
HR: Uh, well they had a special education they'd taken, they 
had to have a, a diploma but, uh, I don't think they 
required um to go four years at Marshall. Uh, because, 
uh, but they did have to have some special training before 
they was permitted to teach school. 
SR: Uh, huh. Uh, you said they taught all, all eight grades, 
how did they manage it, did some people work on something 
while the other, while she worked with the younger ones 
or something? 
HR: Well, yes they did and, uh, she would, we had a great long 
recitation seat she would call this class up for an example, 
if she had, uh, a geography class she'd call us all up and 
then we would debate or recite this lesson. She'd ask 
questions on it and then, uh, the same way with, uh, uh, 
the rest of the classes we would, we would go up, we didn't 
have a homeroom we was in our homeroom at all times because 
we had no other room to go to. And we would, uh, uh, go up 
and recite our spelling or, or history or geography or what, 
what maybe it would be and, but she, uh, she taught all, all 
subjects but she got, seem to get along very well with um. 
SR: Um, mmm. Did the, uh, the board of education furnish her 
salary? 
HR: Yes they did. I think, I think they made about, at that 
time, about a hundred dollars a month for teaching so the 
salary wasn't too high, and uh, the school months was bout 
as long then as the term as they are now. 
SR: Uh, did you all bring your lunch, I mean did you ••• 
HR: Yes we, we brought our lunch or if we lived close enough 
we'd go home for lunch but in our case we, we taken our 
lunch and, uh, but that was back in the good old days and 
I enjoyed it ·very much and of course, uh, uh, the fad then 
was, uh, uh, bib overalls in fact that's about, that's 
about all we had to wear was a, a, a pair of overalls and 
oh, of course work shoes and that was about our outfit to 
go to school in because, uh, that's about what everybody 
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else wore so we was still in style. 
SR: Uh, we talked about, uh, the farm you said, uh, you grew 
everything you needed on the farm most of (dog barks), 
most of your food was from, uh, where, did you take it to 
market? 
HR: Yes we, well not too much of it but we, we raised our own 
wheat and we would take that to Barbousville (dog barks) 
and trade it for flour but fortunately we had a grist mill 
to grind the corn on to make the meal it was, oh bout a 
mile from where we lived to this grist mill but it was 
about nine mile from where we lived to the flour mill and 
we would load up our wheat early in the morning and we kept 
mules mostly at that time and we'd haul that wheat down to 
Barboursville, it'd take about all day to make the trip 
(coughs) so, uh, there, there was, uh, molasses, sorghum 
molasses we grew our own cane we made our sorghum and 
mother'd make apple butter and we would dry apples and 
she would can peaches and apples, and uh, in fact we raised 
just about everything that we eat right there on that farm 
and we'd always, uh, (coughs). 
SR: Uh, we were talking about, uh, the way you made flour and 
meal, you had grew your own, I mean you grew your own wheat 
so then you had to have it ground. 
HR: Yeah, we, we did grow our own wheat and we also grew our 
own wheat and we also grew our own corn and we'd, uh, have 
to shell this corn before we'd take it to the mill to have 
ground, we had an old corn sheller with a crank on it and 
we'd put the ear of corn in that and turn the crank and. 
then, uh, then we'd get, uh, normally we'd take about a 
bushel of corn but the man that ground it he'd taken toll 
out of the corn before he ground it, he'd taken his part 
out that's what he charged us to, to ground our meal for 
and, and he'd ground um on an old set of biers, you wouldn't 
see anything like that today cause they use a hammer mill 
now to make meal but they ground it the, and it would take 
um bout three· hours to get a bushel of corn ground before 
you'd be ready to come back home. So, uh, they've, uh, 
made quite an improvement over their process of meal since 
I was a boy, and uh, course the flour was, that we got was 
already ground we just traded our, our wheat for our flour. 
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So, uh, we didn't have to wait that way to get our wheat 
ground because they al-already ground it. 
SR: This man that you traded the, the meal to he took his 
part out of what, did he sell this or? 
HR: He would ground it up his part of the corn he'd taken 
out for toll, he'd ground that up and then sell the meal, 
CSR: Oh.J he sold meal also. So, uh, that was his 
source of survival a running this grist mill. 
SR: Now how'd they power this thing that they ground it up 
with? 
HR: Well it was, uh, uh, powered by an old one cylinder 
motor which used, uh, kerosene, didn't use gasoline they, 
they powered it with, uh, kerosene course back then that 
day you could buy a gallon of kerosene for a dime so it 
didn't cost, uh, the fuel bill wasn't too great on it, 
didn't cost too much to operate it, so uh, there's quite 
a bit of difference in, uh, when I was a boy and, and, 
and now of course. 
SR: How much was a gallon of gas? 
HR: Uh, fifteen cents you could buy a, uh, regular gasoline 
for fifteen and, uh, high test was eighteen. 
SR: How many miles did it run, you know, you take it up . . . 
HR: You'd get about sixteen or seventeen on the T Model Ford, 
uh, and that was on a dirt road, you'd get about twenty 
if you would have driven it on a, on a hard surface road 
such as blacktop you would've gotten about twenty five 
mile to the gallon. It was a little four cylinder and it 
didn't have any gear shift on it, it had three pedals on 
it and you had, the one one on your right was your brake, 
the one on your left was your clutch and it had one in 
the middle t~ back it up with. That was the reverse and 
you pedaled it, uh, to changed gears on it you would push 
it in and that would put you in first gear and then you'd 
get it started a little bit and then you would take your 
foot completely off of it and it had a spring which pulled 
it all the way back and that put it in high gear we called 
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it back in them days it only had two forward gears on it, 
that was high and low they called um back then and then 
it had the reverse to back it up with. Sometimes you'd 
get out and your gas tank was under the front seat and 
you didn't have any such a thing as a fuel pump so if you 
come to a big hill and your gas was low you had to turn 
around and back up so your gas tank would be higher than 
your, tha.n your motor so your fuel would flow into your 
carburator . So I tell you we backed up about as many as 
we, as we go forward so, uh, but still it, it was transportation 
it wasn't, uh, all together, uh, obsolete because, uh, uh, 
just about everybody had a T, (telephone rings) T Model Ford 
(break in tape) • 
SR: Uh, if you, now how'd you get this, uh, your meal and your, 
uh, well to, you know, how'd you get it to the market like 
where you was going to get it ground, the corn to be ground. 
HR: We hauled it with mules and, and put it in a wagon at, uh, 
because this car, uh, if we was just going to take a little 
bit we'd take it in the car after nineteen hundred and twenty 
five but, uh, uh, so much things happened before due to the 
fact that I was born in nineteen and nine there was several 
years that we didn't have this Ford as, our only transportation 
was mules and wagons so that was, uh, kind of a slow way to 
do it but, un, uh, that, that was, that was our transportation 
and course we used these mules on the farm to farm with and 
then we had a yoke of cattle which, uh, was kindly slow but, 
uh, uh, they was, uh, our standby we used them in, in case 
we just wanted a little gin job why we could run out and put 
the yoke on them quick and have them ready to go you know if 
we had just a little job somewhere we wanted to do. 
SR: Uh, what kind of other things did you raise? 
HR: Oh, we raised corn and cane and tobacco and broom corn to 
make brooms out of, we raised our own broom corn and we 
raised our own pinto beans and, uh, we had our own pork 
and our own beef, and uh, in fact we raised just about 
everything and of course we had, uh, a flock of chickens 
and we had our own chickens and our own eggs and we was 
just about self-supporting on the farm. 
SR: Uh, how about, what'd you use to preserve your meat in? 
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HR: Well we, we would, uh, first thing we did to it when we 
butchered the hogs we would, uh, put just plain white 
salt on it. Then after it cured in salt about six weeks 
we would hang it up and we would smoke it with hickory 
wood which gave it a, a real good favor and, uh, you don't 
find much hickory cured smoking anymore unless it is liquid, 
they have a liquid smoke now they put on it to, in, in place 
of the real, uh, smoke why they use artificial smoke on it 
now but they call it smoke bacon but it didn't taste like 
the kind we used to have when I was a boy it, it answers 
the purpose but it certainly doesn't taste like it. 
SR: Uh, how about beef that you get? 
HR: Well we didn't, uh, we didn't, uh, preserve it other than 
left that till cold weather, uh, we would kill us some 
mostly the time about the first of December, well back 
then the winters was so much colder than they are now 
that, uh, it would, we'd hang it up in the meat house and 
it would form a kind of a skin or a hull on the outside 
of it which would preserve the inside and it would stay 
froze till we didn't have to put anything on it, uh, to, 
to keep it. It wouldn't spoil in that meat house but now 
the winters is so mild that you couldn't keep one like that 
course you have your deep freeze now you can freeze urn. 
We didn't have one then, uh, there wasn't, uh, such thing 
as a deep freeze when I, when I was a boy so we had other 
ways to take care of it, and uh, it was, it was real good too. 
SR: Did you raise, uh, did you milk, uh, dairy cattle too? 
HR: Well we, no, we raised beef cattle but mother had about five 
cows most of the time and she would sell cream, she didn't 
sell any, any milk but she would sell the cream to Fairmont 
Creamery, and uh, it didn't bring much money but it, it 
helped. 
SR: So you had the, did you use just to make the butter? 
HR: Yeah, she had a, a, a churn that had an old wooden lid and 
it had a wooden dasher and she'd pour that milk in that 
churn and it got a certain stage and then she'd churn it 
by hand up and down on that old wooden dasher with an old 
wooden lid on it and an old stone churn and pretty soon 
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she'd have a nice big dish of yella butter. And, and that 
was the very best kind in my book. 
SR: Uh, did you, now the tobacco did you market that? 
HR: Yes, we uh, we would generally try to get us at least 
part of it off before Christmas so because if we didn't 
we didn't have much Christmas so that, uh, kindly interested 
everybody to get some of that tobacco ready course, uh, the 
o~ly way we had to get it to market was with these mules 
and the wagon and, uh, generally we'd be gone about three 
days . It'd take a day to go down and then it would take a 
day, at least a day to get this back, tobacco on the, on 
the market floor and get it sold and then the next day 
we'd come back home. And it'd take us a day to go down 
and a day down there to sale it and a day to come back 
and that, generally that was right in the coldest weather 
and I tell you it wasn't a very pleasant ride either way 
either because I've tried it several times when I was a 
boy and course I was always eager to go to town because 
that was something different, something new, uh, I didn't 
get very many chances to go to town and, and I'd almost 
freeze in order to get to go to town once in a while. 
SR: Uh, did you, uh, let's see, did you have to take the 
tobacco to Huntington? 
HR: Yes we, we'd taken it down twenty six street down to where 
the tobacco warehouse is they still sale there yet, but uh, 
now we'd load it in a truck and a couple of hours we'd be 
down there and have it unloaded. But that wasn't the case 
when I was a boy. 
SR: Uh, you said that you sold the tobacco to have a Christmas, 
uh, what sort of things would you get at Christmas? 
HR: Well we generally get a orange or an apple or a little 
whistle of some kind back then it cost maybe twenty five 
cents but we were just as proud of that as we would have 
been anything· else because, uh, uh, that's what the average 
child got when, when I was a boy growing up. Uh, because, 
uh, our income wasn't very great, and uh, we just wasn't 
accustomed to having very many things, in fact I don't 
guess we needed very many things. 
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SR: Well what about the girls, did they have a gift? 
HR: Well they, they would most usually get a, a little cloth 
doll, uh, it, it'd cost twenty five or thirty cents and 
then, uh, sometimes we'd get a set of dominos, uh, and 
that was another game that we enjoyed very much especially 
in the wintertime when we couldn't get out to sleigh ride, 
we done alot of sleigh riding me and my brother when we, 
when we had a snow on. But we played dominos, and uh, we 
popped corn we always raised alot of popcorn and we would 
parch corn. Just take regular field corn and, and parch 
it and, uh, it was really good. 
SR: Uh, huh. Uh, in talking about, uh, did you raise a little 
garden just for what you ate? 
HR: Oh yeah, we had, we had our own garden and we had, uh, well 
we raised beans and we'd raise potatoes, and uh, we'd raise 
pepper and we'd raised cabbage and we'd raised beets, and 
uh, just about anything that would grow in a garden we had 
it because, uh, that was mother's, uh, end of the farming 
she'd most usually tended to her own garden because us boys 
couldn't do a very good job, in otherwords, we didn't do it 
to suit her, and uh, but she'd taken care of the garden, 
and uh, she taken care of her, of her own chickens she like 
to fool (break in tape). 
SR: They had, uh, different kinds of social events, what kind 
of social events went with the church? 
HR: Well way back in the 20's they'd have, uh, what they call, 
uh, Baptist Association and they'd, uh, have, uh, all day 
meeting course they had their dinner on the ground and then 
they'd, uh, ordinarily they would have, uh, what they call 
a jockey ground and that was, that was not too far from the 
church of course and they would gather there, the men would 
to trade horses. Uh, for a simple reason that was their 
means of transportation and then that was the only way they 
had to getting anywhere, and uh, so they'd have a great day 
a, a, a trading horses, and uh, then they would have, uh, 
homecomings, and uh, all such things as that back when, when 
I was a boy rather than, uh, having, uh, like they do today 
they, they didn't have, uh, too many things to, uh, occupy 
their mind, and uh, then they'd, uh, have revival meetings 
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and sometimes they'd last four or five weeks at a time, 
and uh, the churches around where we lived was mostly 
Baptist. My grandfather on mother's side was a Baptist 
preacher and of course all my relation on dad's side 
was Baptist so, uh, most, most of the churches in the 
neighborhood here around in the vicinity was Baptist 
churches. And then they, uh, was alot more gospel 
singing then, uh, singers in the neighborhood they, uh, 
normally had quartets and duets and, and my father sang 
in a quartet for some twenty five years I expect, and 
uh, then on the other side they would have, uh, little 
entertain by having a square dance and it was a very 
common thing that they would dance all night on Saturday 
night and my father was a, a caller at a square dance. 
I, I've never been fortunate enough to see very many 
square dances but anyway it seemed to be a, a great 
entertainment for all of um, and uh, course you don't, 
uh, have, have much square dancing now it, it's all 
together different kind of dancing. 
SR: Where'd they have these square dances at? 
HR: Well they, they just generally would have um, at uh, at 
people's home were they had a nice big living room course 
the, the living room as you know would, uh, would be one 
big, big log room cause most houses, uh, was built out of 
hewed logs. They'd go to the woods and hew out logs and, 
and every bit of it was, uh, built out of wood. Actually 
they wasn't, wasn't a nail in it they would hew their flooring 
out rather than have it sawed they'd hew it out with what 
they called a broad ax. And then they would put it together 
with wooden pinso That's how your logs were put together 
your rafters were put on at, your flooring was put down with, 
uh, with wood pins cause they didn't have any such thing as 
a nail (dog barks}. 
SR: Uh, how did they pick who was going to call, was there, 
did they just pick um? 
HR: Well, uh, u~, not everybody was gifted to be a caller at 
a square dance. And they would seem to be pretty much a 
art or skill to it, and uh, course they would designate, 
uh, uh, one guy if he seemed to be pretty talented they'd, 
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a portion of it, it's been divided up into two or three 
different farms since then. 
SR: Yeah. Uh, did he, did you ever know where in Virginia 
he came from or? 
HR: Uh, it, it was somewhere around Richmond I forget the 
name of the place, I've heard um say it was a small town 
near Richmond, Virginia. 
SR: Hum. Uh, what, did he ever say why he came he~e, did he 
just like it? 
HR: Well he just happen to wander in here, and uh, uh, as far 
as I know, as far as anybody could ever find out he never 
did tell um anything at all about his family LSR: Hum.J, 
uh, my mother never knew any of her · relation on his side. 
SR: Um, mmm. Uh, and your other grandparents lived here as 
far back as you know? 
HR: Uh, yes, uh, uh, my grandmother was, was raised, born and 
raised in, uh, Cabell County. And she was a, a daughter 
of, uh, Bruce Perry and then he was one of the best known 
men in, in the whole country anywhere back at that time 
because he had a store and it seemed to be the center of 
attraction I think everybody seemed to gather there, and 
uh, it was a kind of a get together place. 
SR: Hum. Uh, when you were talking about, uh, when you were 
home, you know, did you, uh, like if you had to raise some 
money for something could you boys have a, could you have 
a place of your own to farm or raise things on? 
HR: Oh yes, yeah we, uh, we had our own separate tobacco, we 
could raise our separate cornfields and then I always, uh, 
kept me three or four calves on my own. They were mine 
and of course my father had his cattle too and, but if I 
got a little bit hara up why then I could sell a calf and 
kind of have me a little bit of spending money and then I 
had one of th~ best saddle horses that I guess was ever 
in that part of the country, so uh, I, I was pretty well 
fixed for a boy. 
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SR: Uh, how'd your father get his farm, did he, was • 
HR: He, he bought it. It, uh, but it was all in wood land 
too when he bought it, I think he paid, uh, uh, roughly 
two dollars an acre for it when he bought it and then he 
built a house on it and then, uh, that house unfortunately 
burnt down after it had been there about six years and 
then he build one back in the same place and that's where 
I was raised, uh, on the, on the farm, born there and 
raised there stayed there until I was married. 
SR: Uh, you say he built this house, did, did he built it his 
own self, I mean, or did they have like a barn raising a 
house? 
HR: No, now they use to have barn raisings but they would build 
then out of big logs but the house, uh, it, it wasn't a log 
house. He'd cut the trees off of the farm and taken um to 
a sawmill and had the lumber sawed and then he built a 
frame house but, uh, uh, practically all the barns at that 
time was built out of logso 
SR: Um, mmm. 
HR: And then they'd, uh, have a, a, what they call a barn raising 
and they'd, uh, maybe be forty or fifty people there to help 
raise that barn and they'd build a barn in one day. And 
back, and, and when I was a boy they made, uh, what they 
called plyboards. They'd take a throw and they would rive 
um out of logs out of timber and make boards put what they 
called a board roof on it. They didn't have any, uh, 
galvanized tin roof or if you, if you were fortunately 
enough to have any other roof than a board roof you would 
be, uh, composition, rubber roid roof. They didn't have 
any, any tin and to, to cover their buildings with, so 
most of um made boards LSR: Uh, huh.J cause they had 
the timber and they had the time but they didn't have the 
money to buy the other. 
SR: I see, uh, s9 mostly then they just made themselves er ••• 
HR: Yeah, they made alot of their furniture too. 
SR: You told me bout the growing the broom corn did they, uh, 
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did you all make your corn, your brooms or did you have 
sornbody? 
HR: No we had somebody, uh, old Uncle Billy Mccomas lived right 
up at the Lincoln County line use to make brooms for every-
body in, around in the neighborhood, he had a broom factory 
and we would, uh, plant the seed and would raise this and 
then we'd cut the tops off of it where, where the, the part 
the broom was made out of we'd cut that off and we'd, uh, 
put it away in the barn and let it dry out real dry and 
then we'd make a board and cut notches in it and take that 
broom corn and pull it through those slots and that would 
take the seed off of it, L SR: Hurn.J then we'd take it 
up to him and he would make urn for, uh, twenty cents each, 
it cost twenty cents to get a broom. 
SR: Urn, rnrnrn, I see. Uh, what about cloth and things like that, 
did you buy most of that? 
HR: Well, uh, some people, uh, did weave their own cloth but, 
uh, my mother didn't. We did, we didn't make any cloth, 
uh, but there was alot of older people that did when I was 
a child they, uh, spun their own wool and right from the 
sheep, L SR: Urn, rnrnrn._l and uh, make their own yarn. 
SR: Uh, what about, you kept horses how did, uh, you have, uh, 
somebody to shoe urn er? 
HR: Uh, well we, we'd mostly buy the shoes and, and us boys 
would shoe urn ourselves, I done most of it when my older 
brother married and left home why then that left all the 
responsibility on me and I'd nail all the shoes on the 
horses and mules, we had horses and mules most of the 
time (break in tape). 
SR: Well I guess that's the end of this interview, uh, this 
is Hallie Ray who was, uh, born on December 2, 1909 in 
Cabell County or Salt Rock. 
